REPENTANCE
REPENTANCE, CONFESSION, FORGIVENSS
“Whatever you wish that men should do for you, do so for them, for this is the law and the prophets.” (Matt.7:12)

In our relationship with God, and with each other, there must be, at all times, an openness, coupled with a desire to preserve the bond of total loving unity between all of God’s children, if we’re to have his approval. (Eph.4:3, Matt.25:40, 1Cor.1:10, Phil.2:2)  This bond of unity, under the lordship of Jesus Christ, the Word of God, must be maintained at ALL costs. (1Jh.3:16) It is this bond of unity, based on God's type of love (Rom.5:5 & 5:8-10), which is to show the world that Jesus, the Word, was sent out from the Father, and that they are perfectly one. (Jh.17:22-23)

To maintain this bond of unity in love can very often be extremely costly for us. Our pride can take a terrible bashing, and even our RIGHTS often have to be laid aside for the good of others. (1Cor.6:7) Personally speaking, there is no area where this is more difficult, more costly, or more important, than in that of forgiveness.
I'm sure we're all aware of the steps that are necessary for us to obtain God's forgiveness, i.e., REPENTANCE and CONFESSION. What we very often don't realise is that the same steps are necessary in obtaining forgiveness from a brother or sister.
One of the most common fallacies today is the thinking, which is very popular, that when we say, "I'm sorry," we're fulfilling our obligation before God, and that the offended party HAS TO forgive us. If they don't, the often casual attitude of, "Well, I said I'm sorry, if that's not good enough, that's your problem, I've done my part," shows just how sorry we really are.
If the "I'm sorry", is nothing more than us wanting to feel justified, or wanting to be 'let off the hook', then we're more blind than those born without eyes. The attitude of heart seen in the above phrases shows clearly that there is no real repentance, no real acknowledg​ment of the wrong done by us.
Of course we can't just generalise here, because when some people use the words "I'm sorry", they really are repentant, and are deeply sorry for the hurt they've caused. They're not talking about being sorry because they've been caught and have gotten into trouble.
But when, for whatever reason, a brother or sister comes to us, repentant, WE MUST FORGIVE, WITH ALL OUR HEART. (Luk.l7:3-4, Matt.6:14-15 & 18:21-35)
Like with everything else, when we come to the Living Word of God, we are clearly shown what our priorities should be in this matter of forgiveness. (Matt.5:23-24)
As we said at the start, the all-important thing is the maintaining of the bond of LOVING unity. This involves a striving after, and an earnest desire for, this unity, plus a willingness to count others as better than ourselves. (Phil.2:3, Eph.5:21, Gal.5:13)
We MUST bear ALL the above in mind when looking at forgiveness, otherwise, we're in danger of adopting a 'holier than thou' attitude, or of being humiliated, which, of course is a very different thing to being humbled.
Being humiliated is like being degraded, which our God NEVER does to us, while being humbled is being caused to face the truth about ourselves before God, and, when and where necessary, before man.
Let's now look at this matter of forgiveness from a variety of different angles, but always in light of God's Word.
Firstly, what must I do when I've sinned against a brother or sister?
I need to ask our Father to let me see this thing as he sees it, clearly and without prejudice of any kind. (Ps.ll9:32)
Then I need to talk to the injured party, and learn how they see it. (Matt.5:23-26, Luk.12:58-59)
This can be, so often, if not always, very different to the way I see it. In this situation I find that if I remember how I felt when I've been hurt by another, in comparison to how they felt, I can better appreciate how necessary it is for me to get their point of view.
The next thing I need to do is acknowledge my GUILT, being honest with myself, and with the brother or sister in question, in all humility. (Jas.5:16)
Finally, I need to ASK FOR THEIR FORGIVENESS, at the same time declaring my repentance, or total turning away from my sin. (Luk.17:3-4)
Secondly, there are of course times when we THINK we've sinned against a brother or sister in what we've THOUGHT about them, without having said anything to anyone. In this area the words of Jesus in Matt.7:12 must be applied fully. "Whatever you wish that others should do for you, do so for them."
It should be obvious, if a person has JUST THOUGHT something about me, I know nothing of it, unless they tell me.
From past experience I've found that if they tell me, in order to ask forgiveness, this can so easily cast a shadow across our relationship, which, in turn, can sometimes take a long time to clear, and has involved me in many needless battles with "the accuser of the brethren". (Rev.12:10)

Personally, I would always prefer that I hadn't been told, because, while I'm unaware of the offense, it creates no problem for me.
It's of the utmost importance to remember here the spiritual war we're engaged in; that whispering, accusing campaign of Satan, the accuser of the brethren. He works hard at dividing us, because he knows it is then much easier for him to defeat us. (Ecc.4:9-12)
We need to remember to resist Satan, and his urgings. We need to use the weapons we're told of in Rev.12:11. It's vital for us to use the devil conquering power of the blood of the Lamb, and to use the power of the word of our testimony against him.
In this particular situation the most likely testimony for us to use would be the TESTIFYING OF OUR GOD GIVEN LOVE for the brother or sister in question. The last thing we need to tell them is that we've BEEN THINKING some not so nice things about them.
Remember, the target of our secret thoughts knows nothing of what has happened, so there's a need to be very careful, because in asking their forgiveness we'd most likely be only trying to get rid of a load of guilt that Satan has heaped on us. It would be terrible to try to do this at the expense of a brother or sister's peace of mind.
Of course, if we have in any way entertained these thoughts, then it’s God's forgiveness we need to seek, because he knows the secret thoughts of our hearts. (Matt.9:4)
It's an entirely different thing though if we've shared our secret thoughts with someone else, because we've then, very clearly, given way to Satan's whispering campaign, and in the process have contaminated at least one other with this sin.
In that case, we need to ask the person we've told for their forgiveness, and, if it's gone any further, then we need to confess it before the church - the body of Christ, i.e., those who are directly involved with the two parties. (Jas.5:16)

Again, there are times when we have entertained the thoughts that Satan has fed us, but have not shared them verbally with others. Yet by our very attitude toward the target person, we have, in action, if not in word, made the thoughts of our hearts clear to them. Sometimes a person would have to be very insensitive indeed not to pick up the vibes of our feelings.
We may tell ourselves we've said nothing, but in fact we've put our feelings up in flashing neon lights to be clearly seen. Whatever else we do, let's be honest with ourselves in this matter, because, within the family of God, there is probably more harm done under the guise of self justification, than in any other way.
Thirdly, we now come to a very difficult question. What must I do when I have been sinned against? What are my responsibilities toward that person?
Step one; if there's no move from them, 1 must go into action. Once again, I need to ask the Father to let me see this thing as it is in his sight, remembering at ALL times the importance of maintaining the bond of loving unity - of preserving the unity of the body of Christ. (1Cor.12:27) In this area I need to be prepared for some shocks to my system. (1st.Sam.16:7)
The next step, and this can also be very difficult, is that I must approach the brother or sister and let them know how they've hurt me. (Matt.l8:15-18) Of course this should only be done if the incident is causing some real, not imaginary problems for me.  And I also need to ask myself two questions. One; am I being over sensitive?  Two; am I sure I haven’t brought this thing on myself?
I MUST EMPHASISE HERE, THAT EVERYTHING HAS TO BE DONE FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF HEALING AND RESTORING THE UNITY OF THE BODY, AND FOR NO OTHER REASON. (lCor.l4:26)
Again, we must be prepared for some shocks in this area, because, as I've found to my cost, the wrong that's been done to me, as I’ve just pointed out, can often be the result of a wrong I've done in the past. A WRONG THAT MAYBE I'VE NOT PUT RIGHT. The text in Matt.18:15-18 clearly shows just how far our God EXPECTS us to go in preserving the unity of his body.
We can always hope that we'll never have to go through the above. We can hope that the Spirit of God will convict anyone who hurts us, and that they'll come to us. We can also hope in our God that when he, by his Spirit, convicts us of our wrong doing, that his grace will cause us to respond by striving to right the wrong.
Here too, we owe it to one another to not just blandly accept an, "I'm sorry", because wounds or breaks in the spiritual body, just as in our physical bodies, must be fully and completely cleaned out, with nothing left to fester later, before a proper healing can take place. (Jer.6:14)  

Finally, on this matter of forgiveness, there is a point that has been known to cause confusion.  This is a point that the enemy has often taken out of the context of the WHOLE WORD, and made to mean something other than what's contained in that complete Word.
This point has to do with the words of Jesus to Peter in Matt.16:18-19, when he said, "I tell you, you are Peter (Petros - a small throwing stone), and on this rock (Petra - a very large rock or mountain) I will build my Church, and the powers of hell will not prevail against it. 

In this case that great rock is clearly the statement Peter had made just then, in response to Jesus' question, "Who do you say that I am?”, when he answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God". (Matt.16:16)  On this ROCK - Christ, the Word, the Son of the living God (1Cor.10:1-4) - I will build MY church, and the powers of hell will not prevail against it.  I give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.  Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." Peter fist used one key when he opened the door of the gospel to the Jews in Acts 2:14-42, and the second when he opened that same door to the Gentiles in Acts 10:34-48.  
The point also has to do with Jesus' words to the disciples, generally, in Matt.18:18 and Jh.20:23 when he said, "If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven. If you retain the sins of any, they are retained."
In so far as these texts go, they are clearly talking about forgiveness. But to understand them fully, it is, as always, very necessary to bring together ALL the rest of what God's Word has to say on the matter.
I'm presuming that you've already read the texts mentioned earlier, i.e., Matt.6:14-15, 18:21-35 & Luk.l7:3-4. If you can't remember these clearly, I urge you to read them again before going further, and note that they are spoken to the same people as are those in Matt.18:18 & Jh.20:23.
Now, in light of these scriptures, it must surely be clear that  we, as disciples of Jesus Christ, the Word, have authority, or power, TO FORGIVE THOSE WHO HAVE SINNED AGAINST US, and can say with absolute assurance that heaven also forgives them, and that if we don't forgive, neither does heaven do so.
HOWEVER, AND IT'S A VERY BIG HOWEVER, WE'D BETTER BE AWFULLY CAREFUL OF HOW WE USE THIS INCREDIBLE AUTHORITY, BECAUSE IT CAN SO EASILY MEAN THAT GOD DOESN'T FORGIVE US EITHER. READ MATT.18:35 AGAIN.
As an incidental to the idea that the texts looked at in Matt.16:18-19, 18:18 & Jh.20:23 have anything to do with the disciples receiving power to forgive sin in a general way, we find in reading the Holy Spirit inspired writings of the disciples in the New Testament - the very disciples Jesus was speaking to in the above texts - we find not even one instance of them claiming such power.
On the contrary, when the apostle Peter had the perfect opportunity to exercise such power and authority in Acts 8:18-24, neither he, nor the other man involved - Simon, who was now a believer and who had been a magician - seemed to know anything about such power. Instead, Peter told him to ask God to forgive him, and Simon asked Peter to pray for him, making no mention of Peter having power to forgive.
The apostle Paul, in referring to this matter of forgiveness, never claimed any such power either, but instead said that, through Jesus forgiveness of sin WAS TO BE PROCLAIMED. (Acts 13:38-39) And this agrees completely with the gospel as preached by Peter in Acts 5:27-32. In fact, this supposed power to forgive the sins of others in a general way and by specific people, is found originally in ancient paganism, BUT IS NEVER EVEN HINTED AT IN THE WORD OF GOD.
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